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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

The preamble of claims 59-62 is inconsistent with independent claim 54. The 
suggested language is "[t]he method" 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-24. 43-53, and 60-78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by International Publication WO 01/05724 A2 (hereinafter the publication). 

The publication teaches a radiation curable resin composition and optical fiber 
coated therewith. The coating is of the type contemplated by applicants comprising a 
(meth)acrylate urethane compound having a molecular weight within applicants' range 
and a Tg of less than about -30° C, as required by claims 1 , 5-7. 21 , 43 and 47-49. 
Regarding claims 2 and 44, the publication teaches that mixtures of the urethane 
compound can be used. As to claims 3-4, 19. 24. and 45-46. since the prior art teaches 
the same compound as applicants' the "m" and "n" values necessarily would be the 
same. See page 3. line 30 through page 4. and line 14. As to claims 8-9. and 50-51 , 
the publication teaches that the coating includes a monomer having a functional group 
such as methacrylates, acrylamides and acrylate. See page 14, line 6 through page 17. 
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Regarding claims 10-13, 18, 20, 22, and 52-53, the publication teaches that the cured 
coatings can have a Young's modulus as low as 0.1 Mpa and an elongation-at-break of 
preferably at least 110%, further teaching a tensile strength that is at least 50% of the 
modulus. See pages 22, 23. and 28. In addition, the publication teaches a method of 
making said urethane compound that is essentially as claimed in claims 70-76. See 
page 7, line 16 through page 8, and line 4. Further teaching a method of making an 
optical fiber coating essentially as claimed by applicants in claims 60-69 (note page 18 
teaches adding a photoinitiator). As to the micro-bend attenuation set forth in claims 
14-17 and 77-78, because the prior art teaches a radiation curable coating that is 
substantially the same as applicants, this property would necessarily be the same as 
applicants and is inherent. 

Therefore, the prior art teachings in the publication anticipate the invention as 
claimed in the present claims. 

3. Claims 1-9, 25-51 . and 54-74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yamazaki et al, European Patent Publication EP 0874,012 A1 and 
6,057,034 (hereinafter referred to collectively as Yamazaki). 

Yamazaki teaches a coating composition and optical fiber coated therewith 
wherein said optical fiber is coated with a composition comprising a polyurethane 
(meth)acrylate oligomer as required by claims 1-6, 25-27. 33-36. 43-48, 55-58. and 68. 
See abstracts. In addition, Yamazaki teaches that a monomer having functional groups 
such as (meth)acrylates and acrylates can be added, as required by claims 8-9, 28-30, 
34. 36. 50-51 . 63-67. and 69. See '034, column 7, line 39 through column 8. As to 
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claim 32, Yamazal<i teaches amounts within applicants' range. See '034, column 6, 
lines 4-7. Regarding claims 54-58, Yamakazl<i teaches a method of coating an optical 
fiber comprising drawing a glass fiber and coating with a radiation curable coating 
(column 1, lines 41-44), further teaching irradiating (column 16, lines 13-21). As to 
claims 63-74, Yamakazki teaches in the examples a method of making an optical fiber 
coating and method of making an oligomer, wherein each method is essentially as that 
claimed by applicants. As to the Tg and micro-bend attenuation as claimed in claims 7, 
31, 39-42, 49, 59-62, and 75-78, it is the examiner's position that since the composition 
of the prior art is the same as applicants then all properties are the same as well and 
thus are inherent. 

Therefore, the prior art teachings of Yamakazki anticipate the invention as 
claimed in claims 1-9, 25-36, 39-51, and 54-78. 
No claims are allowed. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill M. Gray whose telephone number is 703.308.2381 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on 703.308.0449. The fax phone numbers 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703.872.9310 
for regular communications and 703.872.931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.308.0651. /) 
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